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3) n Since this application is in con(jition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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4) S Claim(s) 7-78 is/are pending in the application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Bates et al (2002/0152459). 

Regarding claim 13, Bates teaches a method of allowing a user to select among 
available audiovisual programs while viewing a first audiovisual program on a display 
device coupled to an audiovisual system, the method comprising: 
presenting the first audiovisual program to the user; 
generating at least one threshold interest criterion; 
estimating a degree of interest by the user for the first audiovisual 
program and each available audiovisual program; 
comparing the degree of interest for each available audiovisual program 
with the threshold interest criterion; and 

presenting information to the user regarding at least a second available 



Application/Control Number: 09/920,772 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2621 

audiovisual program which has a degree of interest which satisfies the 
threshold interest criterion (page 5, Figs. 5). 

Regarding claim 14, Bates further teaches the system controller is further 
responsive to the interrupt signal to pause presenting the first available audiovisual 
program since the current channel is switched to the channel of interest . 

3. Claims 1-3. 5-14 and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Alexander et a! (6,177,931). 

Regarding claim 1, Alexander discloses an audiovisual system for making 
audiovisual programs available to a user from a broadcast source and from local 
storage and for presenting on a display device a first available audiovisual program 
selected from the available audiovisual programs, the audiovisual system comprising: 

a disc driver adapted to receive and store audiovisual programs and to retrieve 
and transmit stored audiovisual programs (column 12, lines 10-22) 

a preference determination module responsive to user input and electronic 
program guide information to estimate a degree of interest by the user for each 
available audiovisual program (column 14, lines 46-68) , 

an alert module coupled to the preference determination module, the alert 
module generating an interrupt signal in response to the degrees of interest of the 
available audiovisual programs (column 14, lines 47-68); 

generating at least one threshold interest criterion; 
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estimating a degree of interest by the user for the first audiovisual program and 
each available audiovisual program; 

comparing the degree of interest for each available audiovisual program with 
the threshold interest criterion y analyzing the programs of interest based on the user 
profile (column 29, line 55 to column 30, line 15) ; and 

presenting information to the user regarding at least a second available 
audiovisual program which has a degree of interest which satisfies the threshold interest 
criterion (column 14 lines 47 to column 15, line 22); and 

a system controller coupled to the alert module, the system controller responsive 
to user input and electronic program guide information to present the first available 
audiovisual program to the user, and responsive to the interrupt signal from the alert 
module to interrupt presenting the first available audiovisual program to provide 
information to the user regarding at least a second available audiovisual program by 
analyzing the degrees of the interest of each of the audio/video programs based on a 
user profile (column 14, line 15-62, column 15, line 1-30, columns 29-30). 

Regarding claim 2 , Alexander further teaches the system controller is further 
responsive to the interrupt signal to pause presenting the first available audiovisual 
program (column 15, lines 1-30). 

Regarding claim 3 , Alexander further teach the audiovisual system of Claim 1 , 
wherein the first available audiovisual program is a stored audiovisual program (a 
movie (Fig. 3). 
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Regarding claim 5 , Alexander further teaches the audiovisual system of Claim 
1 , wherein the available audiovisual programs comprise broadcasted audiovisual 
programs available to be received from the broadcast source within a predetermined 
time window and stored audiovisual programs (column 15, lines 1-3, Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 6, Alexander further teaches the audiovisual system of Claim 
1 , wherein the alert module is further responsive to user input to generate at least one 
threshold interest criterion, whereby the interrupt signal is not transmitted to the system 
controller unless the degree of interest for an available audiovisual program satisfies the 
threshold interest criterion since the intermpt signal is generated based on the 
degree of interest of user in the user profile and is analyzed by a analyzing means 
(column 14, lines 50-68) . 

Regarding claim 7, Alexander further teaches the audiovisual system of Claim I, 
wherein the alert module generates the interrupt signal in response to the degree of 
interest of the first available audiovisual program (column 14, lines 45-67). 

Regarding claim 8, Alexander further teaches the audiovisual system of Claim 7, 
wherein the estimated degree of interest of the second available audiovisual program 
is higher than the estimated degree of interest of the first available audiovisual program 
since the displaying of first program is switched to the information based the interest 
of the user in the user profile (column 14, lines 45-67). 

Regarding claim 9, Alexander further teaches the audiovisual system of Claim 1 , 
wherein the system controller is further responsive to user input to continue presenting 
the first available audiovisual program to the user (column 14, line 60, column 15 line 
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15). 

Regarding claim 10, Alexander further teaches the audiovisual system of Claim 
1 , wherein the system controller is further responsive to user input to begin presenting 
the second available audiovisual program to the user (column 14, line 55-column 15, 
line 10. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Alexander further teaches the audiovisual system of Claim 
10, wherein the system controller is further responsive to user input to store the first 
available audiovisual program on the disk drive since the recording of a program is 
controller by the user. 

Regarding claim 12, Alexander further teaches the audiovisual system of Claim 
10, wherein the system controller is further responsive to user input to store a third 
available audiovisual program on the disk drive since Alexander teaches recording a 
program can be controlled by the user. 

Regarding claim 13, Alexander discloses a method of allowing a user to select 
among available audiovisual programs while viewing a first audiovisual program on a 
display device coupled to an audiovisual system, the method comprising: 

presenting the first audiovisual program to the user; 

generating at least one threshold interest criterion; 

estimating a degree of interest by the user for the first audiovisual program and 
each available audiovisual program; 
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comparing the degree of interest for each available audiovisual program with 
the threshold interest criterion y analyzing the programs of interest based on the user 
profile (column 29, line 55 to column 30, line 15) ; and 

presenting information to the user regarding at least a second available 
audiovisual program which has a degree of interest which satisfies the threshold interest 
criterion (column 14 lines 47 to column 15, line 22). 

Regarding claim 14, Alexander further teaches the system controller is further 
responsive to the interrupt signal to pause presenting the first available audiovisual 
program (column 15, lines 1-30). 

Regarding claim 1 6, Alexander further teaches the first available audiovisual 
program is a stored audiovisual program (a movie (Fig. 3, column 12, lines 10-21). 

Regarding claim 17, Alexander further teaches recording the first audio/video 
program while presenting information since Alexander teaches presenting information 
during recording a program or receiving a program (column 14, line 47 to column 15, 
line 22). 

Regarding claim 18, Alexander further teaches wherein the available audiovisual 
programs comprise broadcasted audiovisual programs available to be received from the 
broadcast source within a predetermined time window and stored audiovisual programs 
(column 15, lines 1-10, Fig. 1). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Alexander et al (6,177,931 in view of Makoto et al ( JP 08-032955). 

Alexander fails to teaches wherein pausing the presentation of the first 
audiovisual program to the user comprises storing the first audiovisual program. 

Makoto teaches a recording apparatus having a control means fro recording a 
program when pausing the presentation of the program . (See Abstract and 
constitution sections Fig. 1). 

It would have been obvious to on of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Alexander as modified with Kubota by using a control means as taught by Makoto with 
the apparatus of Alexander to control the apparatus to recording the first audio visual 
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program when pausing tlie representation to the user thereby enhancing the capacity 
of the apparatus t reserve the first audio/vide program for later viewing. 



Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed 23 February 2006 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Bates does not teaches "estimate a degree of interest 
by the. user for the first audiovisual program and each available audiovisual program " 
or "comparing the degree of interest for each available audio visual program with 
the threshold interest criterion." . 

In response , the examiner disagrees. It is noted that Bates teaches that for 
each audio visual program viewed by the user , the program is compared with a 
threshold of interest to estimate a degree of interest of the user and the program is 
stored as user interest program . If the degree of the program meet the threshold 
interest criterion the program is considered as user interest program . Bates further 
teaches the available interest user programs can be switched from one to another ( 
page 5) . It is clear that Bates teaches estimating degree of a first audiovisual program 
and each of available audiovisual program . 
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Applicant argues that Alexander does not teaches "estimate a degree of 
interest by the user for the first audiovisual program and each available audiovisual 
program " or "comparing the degree of interest for each available audio visual 
program with the threshold interest criterion." . 

In response , the examiner disagrees. It is noted that Alexander at column 29, 
lines 55 to column 30, line 15 teaches setting threshold interest criterion ( user 
profile) to estimate degree of interest by the user a program . Each program that is 
viewed by the user will be analyzed by profile program to determine whether the 
program is a program of user interest ( viewer preference) . It is clear that Alexander 
teaches estimating a degree of interest of a first audiovisual program and each 
available audiovisual program. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claim 4 is allowed. 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUYT. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7378. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM -6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on (571 ) 272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300, 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



H.N 




